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Letter from Editor

August 2025 Lauren Gunn

Dear Friends,
It has been a challenging year so far for the FOPS family.

In May, we sadly lost Nigel Adcock, who passed away after a long illness. Nigel was an integral part of our
team, working tirelessly both in and out of the park. His efforts were instrumental in the construction of the
new bridge at Malatse Hide. In July, we officially opened the bridge and dedicated it to Nigel’s memory.

More recently, we also lost Raimo Sailakivi, who had been in and out of hospital for several weeks. Reimo
was a dedicated FOPS member, attending nearly all of our work parties. He was always prepared, with what
felt like a travelling hardware store in his vehicle, ready to help wherever needed.

Both Nigel and Raimo leave behind a huge gap in the FOPS family, and they will be deeply missed.



- S S i
FRIENDS OF PILANESBERG S EDIBA

Non-Profit Organization Fund Raising Number: 006-421 NPS

Much of our time this year has been focused on repairing the Potokwane fence after an adventurous
elephant took a liking to the area. We are pleased to report that the team’s hard work has paid off—the fence
is now back up and successfully keeping our elephant friend out. Some finishing touches still remain,
including installing a lower electrified line, painting, and a general cleanup around the site. With this major
task nearly behind us, we can once again turn our attention to road clearing, hide maintenance, and picnic
site upkeep.

At Ruighoek, high water levels have delayed our rebuild efforts. We remain hopeful that conditions will
improve in the coming months so we can continue this important work.

Even with the demands of Potokwane, we’ve managed to make progress across the park. This has included
road clearing, alien vegetation removal, cleaning G-sites, and maintaining cairns and hide walkways.
These tasks are ongoing, and we know we’ll need to revisit them again, especially once the rains return.

The Manyane tents remain a vital source of income for FOPS, and we’ve been working on upgrading these
facilities. One tent has already been fitted with new beds, and our plan is to upgrade the rest in due course.
We are also in the process of replacing all the braais to improve the experience for guests.

Looking ahead, we are eager to attend more work parties throughout the rest of 2025, continuing our efforts to

maintain and protect our much-loved park.

Warm regards,
Lauren
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Work Party Photos
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More Work Party Photos
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Committee Contact Info

Chairman Work Party Coordinator

Bruce Allen Roland White

Cell: +27836752904 Cell: +27 832271273

Email: fopschairman@gmail.com Email: rolandw@mweb.co.za
Treasurer and Compliance Officer Sediba Editor & Secretary
Lampies Lamprecht Lauren Gunn

Cell: +27 836527410 Cell: +27 82 376 6719

Email: fopscompliance@gmail.com Email: fopsnews@gmail.com

Or treasurerfops@gmail.com or sedibafops@gmail.com or secretaryfopsl@gmail.com
Work Party Assistant 2IC Social Media & Potokwane Tents
Pieter Swanepoel Debbi Adcock

Cell: +27 82827 0559 Cell: +27 83 408 1898

Email: rdpplumbing@gmail.com Email: fopsmedia@gmail.com

Special Interests and Fundraising
Andre Kleinhans

Cell: +27 83 463 3591

Email: fopsfundraising@gmail.com

Notes:

Again - | have used a lot of pictures in this newsletter — thanks to everyone who contributed either via WhatsApp or
allowing me to “steal” from Facebook!

We do welcome input from any members who have a feature, a story or interesting information to add. Please send any
submissions to fopsnews@gmail.com for consideration.
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